
Medina Orthwein LLP Endorses National  
Prison Strike and Pledges Support  
 
Individuals imprisoned throughout the United States have declared a nationwide strike to demand 
that their voices be heard and their demands be met. The strike was called in response to the April 
15, 2018 violence at the Lee Correctional Institution and the inhumane conditions found in prisons 
throughout the United States. The strike will take place from August 21 to September 9, 2018 and 
those involved have asked the non-imprisoned to stand with them and make the following demands 
heard:  
 

1. Immediate improvements to the conditions of prisons and prison policies that recognize the 
humanity of imprisoned men and women. 

2. An immediate end to prison slavery. All persons imprisoned in any place of detention under 
United States jurisdiction must be paid the prevailing wage in their state or territory for their 
labor. 

3. Rescission of the Prison Litigation Reform Act, allowing imprisoned humans a proper channel 
to address grievances and violations of their rights. 

4. Rescission of the Truth in Sentencing Act and the Sentencing Reform Act so that imprisoned 
humans have a possibility of rehabilitation and parole. No human shall be sentenced to death 
by incarceration or serve any sentence without the possibility of parole. 

5. An immediate end to the racial overcharging, over-sentencing and parole denials of Black 
and brown humans. Black humans shall no longer be denied parole because the victim of 
the crime was white, which is a particular problem in Southern states. 

6. An immediate end to racist gang enhancement laws targeting Black and Brown humans. 
7. No denial of access to rehabilitation programs for imprisoned humans at their place of 

detention because of their label as a violent offender. 
8. State prisons must be funded specifically to offer more rehabilitation services. 
9. Reinstatement of Pell grant eligibility to prisoners in all US states and territories. 
10. Recognition of voting rights for all confined citizens serving prison sentences, pretrial 

detainees and so-called “ex-felons.” Their votes must be counted. Representation is 
demanded. All voices count!  

  
Medina Orthwein LLP endorses the strike and believes these goals are necessary and attainable. 
We, as attorneys and advocates, stand in solidarity with those most marginalized among us and 
encourage others to hear the pleas of the brave prisoners involved in the strike. As Angela Davis 
states, “Prisons do not disappear social problems, they disappear human beings. Homelessness, 
unemployment, drug addiction, mental illness, and illiteracy are only a few of the problems that 
disappear from public view when the human beings contending with them are relegated to cages.” 
 
Medina Orthwein LLP hereby pledges to add our name to the list of endorsing organizations, solicit 
other organizations to endorse and support the strike, raise awareness about the strike, and support 
the strike and endorsing organizations to pursue the strike’s demands. 
 
Medina Orthwein LLP is a queer-owned, public interest law firm located in Oakland, California.  Medina 
Orthwein strives to ensure the voices and rights of those most impacted by inequity are heard and can 
fight power with power.  Using an intersectional approach, Medina Orthwein uses its expertise to enforce 
and expand protections for those whose identities are most impacted by cultural bias and discrimination 
through individual and class action litigation.  For more information about the firm, please visit 
www.medinaorthwein.com. 
 
For more information about the strike and how to get involved, please visit the Incarcerated Workers 
Organizing Committee’s website at https://incarceratedworkers.org/campaigns/prison-strike-2018. 


